
A Catalyst for Sustainable
Economic and Social Development

The Social Planning Council of Ottawa

SPC

For more than eighty years
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Promoting Community Economic Development 
 
 

 
Ethnic Minority Business Training  

For the fourth year we delivered an innovative project to support ethnic minority entrepreneurs 
establishing small businesses.  Participants received training on core business elements and were 
linked with mentors who were established ethnic minority business owners.  The program has 
led to the creation of several new businesses in Ottawa each year.  For those still in the 
development stage, a monthly “Entrepreneurship Café”, held at the SPC, offers the opportunity 
to continue peer learning and support as participants advance in their business planning.   
 

 
Through our leadership, community organizations who provide technical assistance for ethnic 
minority business development have come together to form a collaboration table.  The group is 
working to address gaps in business development services and to improve access to support for 
small business development among populations which faces significant economic exclusion.  
 

Community Economic Development Technical Assistance Scan  

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Technical Assistance for
Community Economic Development in Ottawa:

A plan for future development
June 2008

 

 
 
 

Prepared by the Ottawa CED Network & Social Planning Council of Ottawa 
 
  
 
 
 

 
For the Community Foundation of Ottawa 

 
 
 

The SPC undertook a research initiative on behalf of the 
Ottawa Community Economic Development Network.  This 
report reviews the technical assistance currently provided in 
Ottawa, its assets, challenges & needs as identified by 
community organizations and individuals; reviews the models 
of several organizations providing technical assistance; 
recommends a model that could work in Ottawa; and finishes 
with a plan to assist in moving technical assistance forward in 
Ottawa.   
 
The research was supported by the Canyon Foundation (with 
funds administered by the Community Foundation of Ottawa). 
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Honouring Community Leaders 
 

 

Celebrating the Public Good 

Individuals from all sectors of the community were shocked and saddened by the sudden loss in 
2008 of Marion Dewar, an ardent worker for social justice, cited as a role model, a mentor, and a 
voice for good.  Ms. Dewar had big visions and worked to make them real.  
  
In celebration of Ms. Dewar’s legacy, the Social Planning Council of Ottawa, in its 80th year, has 
renamed its annual award the Marion Dewar Defender of the Public Good Award. The re-
named award celebrates individuals who have demonstrated outstanding commitment and 
leadership in serving the public good in our community.   
 
At the 2008 Award Dinner, the keynote address was 
given by the Honourable James K. Bartleman, Former 
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario between 2002 and 2007, 
author and retired diplomat.  A strong advocate for the 
public good, he sued his term in office to help reduce the 
stigma of mental illness, to fight racism and 
discrimination and to encourage Aboriginal young 
people.        
 
 

 
The 2008 Defender of the Public Good nominees were:       
 
Allison Fisher, Executive Director of Wabano Centre 
for Aboriginal Health.  Her vision of bringing social 
justice to urban Aboriginal people has guided her whole 
career.   
 
Sue Garvey, Executive Director of Cornerstone/Le 
Pillier Women’s Shelter.  Sue has worked for social 
justice and human rights for marginalized populations, 
particularly traumatized women including homeless 
women, for over 30 years.  
Carl Nicholson, Executive Director of the Catholic 
Immigration Centre and leading advocate for economic 
and social inclusion of Ottawa’s immigrants.  
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Our People 
 
Thanks to Our Term and Contract Staff 
 
Jessica Fawcett, Project Coordinator, Just Food 
Cindy Flynn, Accountant 
Moe Garahan, Director, Just Food 
Marie-Christine Gauthier, Project Co-ordinator, Kids & Community Project 
Heather Hossie, Coordinator, Savour Ottawa  
Vilma Luna, Technical Assistance Developer, Ottawa Community Economic Development 
Network 
Rosine Minga, Student Researcher/Writer 
Terri O’Neill, Urban Program Coordinator, Just Food 
Owen Scott, Project Coordinator, Just Food 
Paul Slomp, Policy Research Coordinator, Just Food 
Jamael St-Pierre, Student Researcher/Writer 
Amanda Robinson, Student Research Writer & Coordinator 
Kristin Robertson-Grewal, Student Research Assistant 
Robin Turner, FarmON Eastern Coordinator, Just Food 
 
Thanks to Our Volunteers 
The SPC benefited tremendously from the assistance of over 70 volunteers, working more than 
3,000 hours as supports to administration, research, community forums, or community projects.  
We offer our sincere thanks to those volunteers who contributed substantial time this year: 
 
Assia Aahdmenacer 
Marion Balla 
Jaime Baquero 
Laura Booker 
Susan Brooks 
Don D. Cowan 
Marie Desjardins 
Raj Doobay 
Omaima Faris 
Barb Fisher 
Pam Fitzgerald 
Cliff Gazee 
Sailaja Gunupudi 
 

 
Jennifer Harju 
Lynn Hamilton 
Ken Hoffman 
Alice Hutton 
Mohammed Islam  
Hodan Jama 
Rob Kalaidjian 
Haben Kalaty 
Matt Koop-Pearce 
Corinne Langill 
Tracey Lauriault 
Denise Leroux 
Yuntao Li 
 

 
 
Gabriella Lopez 
Elinor Mueller 
Sayouba Ouedrago 
Paula Robeson 
Greg Samuel 
Helen Saravanamuttoo 
Paul Schauerte 
Amanda Shaughnessy 
Michael Weiss 
Abigail Whitney 
William Xie 
 
 

Placement and Practicum Students 
Lindsay Kane, Ryerson University, Toronto 
Melanie Kelly, Algonquin College, Faculty of Arts, Media and Design 
Zhujun Liu, Carleton University Sociology 
Maria T. Reyes, Carleton University School of Social Work 
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Our Donors 
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Caroline Andrew 
Michael Bulthuis 
Elizabeth Burstein 
Meyer Burnstein 
Suzanne Carter 
Howard Cohen 
Alex Cullen 
Fran Doy 
Raj Doobey 
Patricia Evans 
Dale Falkenhagen 
Scott Michael Feschuk 
Jason Garlough 
Sue Garvey 
Michael Garvey 
Joan Gullen 
Jenny Gullen 
Mary Martha Hale 
Jan Harder 

Colleen Hendrick 
Dorothy Hodgson 
Suzanne Lavergne 
Francis Martin 
Diane Martin 
Don McDiarmid 
Mary Pat McKinnon 
Isabel Metcalfe 
Shelagh M'gonigle 
Cindy Moriarty 
Elinor Mueller 
Yasir Naqvi 
Gabrielle Nawratil 
John Noble 
Margaret Pearcy 
Wendy Peters 
Byron Rogers 
Daniel Roy 
Vivianne Runnels 

Nuriye Sahin 
Raymond Saint-Laurent 
Prof. Herbert I. H. Saravanamuttoo 
Helen Saravanamutto 
John Saxby 
Msgr. Peter Schonenbach 
Ken Shipley 
Carol J. Sisson 
Brian J. Tardis 
Joyce Turnbull 
Jagjit Uppal 
Susan Van Iterson 
Rebecca Volk 
Ewart L. Waters 
Steven Webster 
John Wood 
Jim Zamprelli 
Haiyan Zhang 
 

 

Our Individual Donors 

We are grateful for a donation received in honour of Malcolm Gullen. 
 

 
 

    
 

  Ace Bakery 

 

Our Corporate Donors 



 
Our Funders 

The SPC offers sincere thanks to our funders: 
 
In particular, United Way / Centraide Ottawa, for its’ continuing generous funding of our 
major services including: 

• our key research projects 
• our information services including our website 
• much of our participatory planning activity 
• our supports to networks 
• the Community Based Research Network of Ottawa 
• the Ottawa Community Economic Development Network. 

 
The Ontario Trillium Foundation for its’ generous support of  

• Just Food and Savour Ottawa 
• the Community Information and Mapping System. 
• our geographic information system capacity through the provincial 

project of the Social Planning Network of Ontario called “Geographic 
and Numeric Information System” 

 
The City of Ottawa for its support of 

• Just Food Ottawa and the Community Garden Network of Ottawa 
• Data purchases and research by the Social Planning Council and Ottawa 

 
The Canyon Foundation through the Community Foundation of 
Ottawa for its support of 

• The Community Economic Development Network 
 
 
Human Resources Development Canada for its support of a summer student placement. 
 
Canadian Heritage (Multiculturalism and Aboriginal Programs) for its support of 
“Communities Within:  Diversity and Exclusion in Ottawa”  
 
The support of GeoConnections (Department of Natural Resources) is gratefully 
acknowledged.   
 
The Canadian Council on Learning for its support for the creation of a knowledge mobilization 
infrastructure with respect to the needs of young adults who have not completed high school. 
 
The Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration for a summer student and for our 
project to increase the capacity of small ethnocultural groups 
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Revenues 

For more details, please see the audited financial statements which follow. 
 
Total Revenues 2008 (audited) 
 

GeoConnections
2%

Ontario Trillium 
Foundation

4%

Canadian Council 
on Learning

3%

Fundraising
5%

Other
15%

University of 
Ottawa

0%

Membership Fees
1%

Deferred Project 
Revenue

16%
Client Fees and 
Fee for Service

3%

City of Ottawa
13%

HRDC / Social 
Development 

Canada
3%

Ministry of 
Citizenship

2%

United Way
33%

 
Revenues Committed for 2009 as of April 2009 (unaudited) 
 

GeoConnections
3%

Canadian Council 
on Learning 

4%Project Revenue
2%

Deferred Project 
Revenue

24%

Membership Fees
1%

Fundraising
1%

Other Revenue
0%

Fee for Service 
and Project 
Revenues

0%
City of Ottawa

15%

University of 
Ottawa

0%

Social 
Development 

Canada
4%

Client User Fees
0%

United Way
46%
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