
The Aboriginal identity population includes people who self-identify as First Nations (North American Indian), Métis and Inuit the censuses. According to the 2006 Census Aboriginal Population Profile for Ottawa, there is a total of 12,245 people who have Aboriginal identity. It is important to note that Aboriginal identity population agencies believe that Statistics Canada under represents the true number of Aboriginal people living in Ottawa.

Highlights 

· From 1996 to 2006:
· Population Growth 

· The Aboriginal population is the fastest growing and youngest population in Canada.  It has surpassed the one million mark. During the period 1996-2006, the Aboriginal identity population of Ottawa increased by 67% (to 12,245 from 7,310), nearly six times faster than the 11.7% rate of growth for the non-Aboriginal population.  
· The median age of the Aboriginal identity population in 2006 was 32.0, six years younger than the median age of the City’s total population of 38.4.  
· There is a trend of increasing urbanization of Aboriginal peoples.  The 2006 census showed at the national level that 54% of the Aboriginal population lived in urban areas, among them, the Ottawa-Gatineau Census Metropolitan Area.
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· Age and Sex
· The age structure of the Aboriginal identity population shows the younger characteristics of the population.  In 2006, 39.0% of the Aboriginal population were children and youth aged 0-14 and 15-24, while the working population 24-64 years had a share of 56.9%, with a very small senior population (4.1%).
· The changes of the age groups during the period 2001-2006 demonstrate the dynamism of the Aboriginal identity population’s growth.  All age groups increased during this period, contrary to the decreases observed in the total population of the City during 2001-2006 (age groups 0-9 and 25-44).
· The striking increase of the age brackets 45-54 and 55-64 (70.3% and 79.0%, respectively) is also an indication that the Aboriginal working population is getting older.  The positive factor is that the population 15-24 entering into the workforce will be able to more than doubly replace the Aboriginal identity population 55-64 who will retire. For every person in this age group, there were 2.3 Aboriginal persons aged 15-24 in 2006.
· Mobility 
· First Nations people are more likely to move than non-Aboriginal population.  In 2006, 75.0% of them lived at the same address as they did one year before the census, in comparison with 85.7% of the total population.
· Language
· In 2006, a large percentage of the Aboriginal identity population living in Ottawa had knowledge of the two official languages (37%).  The majority of the population (53%) had knowledge of English only, while 1% had knowledge of French only.
· Education Level and Major Fields of Study

· The Aboriginal population in Ottawa has a large percentage with a university education.  18% of the Aboriginal population from the age group 15-24 had a university education in 2006 and 45% from the age bracket 25-34.  
· There is a significant portion of the younger population, 15-24 years, which does not have a certificate, diploma or degree.  This includes early school leavers and students who have not yet graduated.  In 2006, 44% of the Aboriginal population aged 15-24 was in this situation, as well as 9% of the age group 25-34.  
· In 2006, the five major fields of study of the Aboriginal population living in Ottawa that had a post-secondary certificate diploma or degree were related to business, health, social sciences, mathematics, information technologies and architecture.  In all of them, with the exception of architecture, the proportion of women was higher or equal to men. 
[image: image2.emf]Major Fields of Study Total Male % Female %

Business, management and  1010 310 30.7% 700 69.3%

public administration

Social and behavioural 940 380 40.4% 560 59.6%

science and law

Architecture, engineering 640 555 86.7% 85 13.3%

and related technologies

Health, parks, recreation 545 95 17.4% 445 82.6%

and fitness

Mathematics, computer 385 190 49.3% 195 50.7%

and information sciences

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

Major Fields of Study of the Aboriginal Identity Population, 2006

City of Ottawa


· Labor Market Outcomes and Income Levels 
· In 2006, the majority (60.4%) of the Aboriginal labour force 15+ years living in Ottawa were in occupations related to management, business, finance and administration and in the service sector.  The Aboriginal 15+ unemployment rate was 9.2%, while the rate for the same segment of the total population in Ottawa was 5.9% in 2006.  The unemployment rate for Aboriginal men was 9.8 and for women 8.7%, in comparison with the city rates of 5.7% and 6.1%, respectively. 
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· In 2005 the median income of the Aboriginal population 15 years and over living in Ottawa was lower than the median income of the total population of the City, particularly for Aboriginal men. The Aboriginal population total median income was $26,157, for men $29,465 and for women $24,379.  
For additional information on this topic, please see This is Who We Are: A Social Profile of Ottawa Based on the 2006 Census, Publications 2008, Social Planning Council of Ottawa www.spcottawa.on.ca
Fast Facts: Aboriginal Identity Population in Ottawa, 2006
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