
Ottawa exhibits high levels of education attainment at university and college levels. However, over 100,000 residents 15 years and over did not have a certificate, diploma or degree in 2006. 
Highlights 

· In 2006:
· Educational Attainment: 

· The largest post-secondary education segment (32.4%) had a university diploma or degree, particularly a bachelor’s degree in 2006.   
· Close to a third (27.8%) of Ottawa’s population 15 years and over had an apprenticeship, trades, college, CEGEP or a university certificate below the bachelor level in 2006.

· 101,330 (15.4%) residents of Ottawa 15 years and over did not have a certificate, diploma or degree in 2006. Some of them are youth 15-24 years who have left school, before obtaining a high school diploma.  Less than a quarter (24.4%) of the Ottawa population 15 years and over had a high school diploma in 2006.  
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· Location of Postsecondary Education

· For the first time in the history of the Canadian Census, information on the location where Canadians attained their highest level of education was collected in Census 1996-2006.  
· The information demonstrated that a significant percentage of Ottawa residents obtained their degrees outside Canada. This was the case for 23.8% of residents with a bachelor’s degree, 30.2% with degrees in medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine or optometry and 45% of doctorate graduates.

· Major Fields of Study of University Education

· In 2006, three major fields of study concentrated 54.3% of the Ottawa population with university degrees.  These were architecture & engineering, business and social sciences.
· Men had the highest participation in the field of architecture and engineering, which is typically a non-traditional occupation for women.  
· Conversely, women had the highest participation in the fields of health, parks, recreation and fitness (69.2%) and education (74.6%), these fields of study are traditional female occupations.  
· Moreover, women were 61.7% of the graduates in the field of visual and performing arts, and communications. 
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For additional information on this topic please see This is Who We Are: A ?Social Profile of the City of Ottawa, Based on the 2006 Census and Challenging Transitions: A Profile of Early School Leavers Aged 15-24 in Ottawa, 2006, Publications 2008, Social Planning Council of Ottawa www.spcottawa.on.ca
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