
Ethnic origin refers to the ethnic or cultural origins of the ancestor of the enumerated persons.  Ottawa is a multi-ethnic city, with 156 ethnic groups identified in the 2006 census. 

Highlights 
· From 2001 to 2006:
· In 2001 and 2006, Canadian was the most frequently claimed ethnicity in Ottawa.  However, the number of persons in this ethnic group decreased during this period (from 285,500 to 227,490).  This was also the case in census’ respondents who also identified their ethnicity as French (from 176,000 to 173,700).  
· By contrast, the Aboriginal ethnic group increased by 28.1% (to 29,070 from 22,700), reflecting the augmenting size of the city’s Aboriginal population.  
· Seven out of the 12 top ethnic groups were European.  Traditionally, Europe has been a major source of immigrants to Canada.
· The ethnic origin of the city’s population has become more diverse in the last few decades with the influx of immigrants from other regions, such as West Asia and South Asia. 
· Primarily, Ottawa has seen an increase in members of the Lebanese and the East Indian communities.  
· The Lebanese group increased by 10.4% between 2001 and 2006 (18,100 up to 19,990) and the East Indian in 21.4% (16,900 up to 20,525).  
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Canadian 285,500 227,490 -58,010 -20.3%

English 184,650 194,845 10,195 5.5%

French 176,000 173,700 -2,300 -1.3%

Irish 163,600 180,530 16,930 10.3%

Scottish 142,300 158,340 16,040 11.3%

German 56,900 67,660 10,760 18.9%

Italian 33,900 39,230 5,330 15.7%

Chinese 30,300 34,435 4,135 13.6%

Aboriginal 22,700 29,070 6,370 28.1%

Dutch 20,600 22,700 2,100 10.2%

Lebanese 18,100 19,990 1,890 10.4%

East Indian 16,900 20,525 3,625 21.4%

Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 and 2006 Census

Increase

(single and multiple responses)

Top 12 Ethnic Groups (2001-2006), City of Ottawa


· The charts below show the size of each of the top 12 ethnic groups and the change during the 2001-2006 period. 
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For additional information on this topic, please see the document: This is Who We Are: A Social Profile of Ottawa Based on the 2006 Census, 2008 Publications, Social Planning Council of Ottawa  www.spcottawa.on.ca
Fast Facts: Ethnic Origin in Ottawa, 2006
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