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The 2006 Census numbers present a picture of a minority community that is undergoing a transformation - a minority affected by assimilation, but also strengthened by an influx of Francophones from Quebec and abroad. As well, it makes clear the importance of Ottawa as a centre of French language use and Francophone culture outside Quebec. 

Highlights 

· From 1996 to 2006:

· According to the 2006 Census, there are now 110,000 more people who have French as their mother tongue than there were in 2001 in Canada.  However, there is a decrease in the proportion of Francophones outside of Quebec.  Outside of Quebec, more Francophones live in Ontario than in any other province or territory in Canada.  

· In 2006, Francophones in Ontario numbered 510,240, representing 4% of the population of the province.  About 41% of Francophones in Ontario live in the eastern region, which includes the Ottawa area.  The City of Ottawa is one of the 25 designated areas of French-language services under the French Language Services Act. 
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As the chart below illustrates, the French language minority outside of Quebec has shown a steady increase in numbers:

· French as Mother Tongue
· Across Canada, there is a declining trend in French as a mother tongue and as a language of daily living in Canada. This has not reversed, despite the 2003 Federal Action Plan for Official Languages.  However, in Ottawa, French as a mother tongue has remained stable. 
· The number of people with French as a mother tongue (single response) increased slightly in 2006 to 119,445, an increase of 3.7% with respect to 2001 (at 115,220 individuals).  
· As a percentage of Ottawa’s total population, those with French as a mother tongue (single response) declined very minimally between 1996 and 2006 (15.4% in 1996, 15.1% in 2001 and 14.9% in 2006).  
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· Immigration as a Source of Growth for the Francophone Community 
· Although the majority of Francophones in Ottawa are not immigrants, an important source of growth for the Francophone community in Ottawa is immigrants and the children of immigrants.  Francophone immigrants accounted for 12.3% of the Francophone population in Ottawa in 2006.

· Of all immigrants in Ottawa in 2006, 5% had French or French and another language as their mother tongue.  Among those with French or French and another language as a mother tongue in 2006, 8.4% were immigrants, 6.1% were second generation and 85.5% were third or more generation.

· Languages Spoken Most often at Home
·  The 2006 census showed that nationally the number of people who speak mainly French at home, declined between 2001 and 2006 in all Anglophone provinces from Saskatchewan to Newfoundland.  Outside of Quebec, many with French as a mother tongue use English most often at home, even though they use French regularly in other aspects of their life.  


For additional information on this topic, please see the document: This is Who We Are: A Social Profile of Ottawa Based on the 2006 Census, 2008 Publications, Social Planning Council of Ottawa www.spcottawa.on.ca
Fast Facts: Francophone Population in Ottawa, 2006
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