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The income portrait for Ottawa in 2005 was quite varied, with increases overall, deterioration for some household types, and no real change with respect to the incidence of poverty since 2000. In general incomes in Ottawa were higher than in Ontario. Total income refers to the total of money received in 2000 and 2005 by persons 15 years of age and over from wages, benefits from government sources (government transfers) and other sources (e.g. investment income, retirement pensions).  The average income is the aggregate income of a specified group (e.g. families) or persons 15 years and over divided by the number of subjects, whether or not they reported income.  The median income is that amount which divides the income of a specified group or persons 15 years and over in two halves.  Those in the first of are below the median, while those in the second are half are above the median 
Highlights

· From 1995 to 2005:
· Sources of Income 
· Ottawa experienced a very slight decrease in the proportion of income that was obtained from employment compared to 2000 (77.7% compared to 78.3%).  This is a very small change, and is significantly related to the aging of the population.  The difference was made up by a very slight increase in “Other” income sources (14.9% in 2005 compared to 14.2% in 2000), which would include retirement related income sources.  
· The proportion of income from government transfer payments stayed basically the same between 2000 and 2005.  
· Incomes of Individuals 

· The average individual income in Ottawa in 2005 was $43,613, which was 15% above the province of Ontario average individual income of $38,099. 
· The median individual income in Ottawa was significantly below the average income in the city, indicating a significant gap between income levels in Ottawa.  The median individual income was $33,024 in 2005, 20% higher than the provincial average individual income of $27,359.

· In 2005, the average and median incomes in Ottawa showed a significant increase over the levels from 2000, increasing 13% for the average income and 9.8% for the median income.  This was a slower rate of growth than had occurred between 1995 and 2000.
· Women had incomes significantly below that of men in general. As the chart below shows, the average and median income of women has remained significantly below the incomes of men from 1995 to 2005.  In 2005, the median income for women was $27,627, only 69% of the median income of men at $40,383.  The average income for women was $35,325, only 67% of the average income for men at $52,527.
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· Incomes of Households and Families
· Income levels varied significantly across different family and household types.  Census families
 (similar to traditional nuclear families) had an average income of $101,785 in 2005.  Of all family types, couple families had the highest incomes.  Lone parent families had significantly lower incomes, with female lone parent families significantly below the average income level of male lone parent families.  Non-family persons (people not living in a census family, had the lowest income levels. 
· Family and household incomes continued to increase between 2000 and 2005, although at a slower rate than in the previous five years.  Some family types faring significantly better than others.  Lone parent families showed the most significant increases, particularly male lone parent families.  However, the incomes of lone parent families continued to be significantly below the level of couple families.  Individuals not in families had the lowest average income levels, and the lowest rate of increase.    

· Income Stratification
· The percentage of Ottawa’s population aged 15 years and older with incomes over $60,000 reached close to one quarter of the population in 2005 (23.7%).  This was more than double the percentage in 1995.  At the same time, one third of the City’s population had incomes under $20,000 in 2005.  As well, the proportion of residents without income increased very slightly in the period 2000 to 2005, although it was still lower than in 1995.  
· Taken together, these figures demonstrate that there continues to be significant income polarization in Ottawa.  On the other hand the proportion of people in the lower and middle income brackets is reducing, as more people move into the higher income level.  Ottawa fared significantly better than Ontario overall, where only 16.5% of individuals had incomes over $60,000 in 2005. 

________________________________________________________________________________________
For additional information on this topic, please see the documents: This is Who We Are: A Social Profile of Ottawa Based on the 2006 Census, Publications 2008, Social Planning Council of Ottawa  www.spcottawa.on.ca
Fast Facts: Incomes in Ottawa, 2006
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� Family also called “census family” is a married couple (with or without children of either or both spouses), a couple living common-law (with or without children of either or both partners), or a lone parent of any marital status, with at least one child living in the same dwelling.  A couple living common-law may be of opposite or same sex.  








