
The proportion of total income spent by each household on shelter costs (rent or a major monthly payment) is generally accepted as a measure of housing affordability.  Shelter costs between renters and owners during the period 1996-2006, demonstrate that there was a major increase on owner shelter  payments of $225, whereas monthly rent increased by $166 between those years. 
Highlights 
· From 1996 to 2006:
· According to the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMCH), the standard for

 affordable shelter cost is 30% of gross household income.
· However, in 2006, 42% of households in Ottawa spent 30% or more of their income on rent 

and 15% of household owners spent over 30% on their mortgage payments. 
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* for renters - monthly rent, for owners-monthly major payments
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______________________________________________________________________________
For additional information on this topic, please see the document:  This is Who We Are: A Social Profile of Ottawa Based on the 2006 Census, Publications 2008, Social Planning Council of Ottawa  www.spcottawa.on.ca
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